
                                                                                                                     

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

         Therapy Dog of the Month: Meet Mango 
 

 

At AdventHealth Parker, moments of comfort and connection can make all the difference, and few bring that          

sense of peace quite like Mango. 
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Mango and her handler, Stephanie Bakke, RN, serve together as one of AdventHealth Parker’s 

therapy dog teams, bringing smiles, comfort, and calm to patients, visitors, and team members 

throughout the hospital. For Stephanie, one of the most meaningful parts of volunteering alongside 

Mango is seeing the emotional impact even a short visit can have during difficult moments. 

“The most rewarding part about working as a therapy team at AdventHealth Parker is the emotional 

impact we have on staff and patients,” Stephanie shared. “Even though the visits are short, we can 

still help lift their mood and help reduce their stress levels during difficult and vulnerable times.” 

Mango’s gentle and intuitive nature is what makes her so special. Stephanie says Mango has an 

incredible ability to sense when someone needs comfort, whether it is a patient in the hospital or one 

of her humans at home. 

“One time I was suffering from a bad migraine and could not leave the bed for hours,” Stephanie said. 

“Mango laid next to me the entire time.” 



 

Patients and team members are often drawn to Mango’s calm presence, sweet personality, and quiet 

way of making people feel cared for and seen. One visit in particular continues to stay with Stephanie. 

During a Christmas visit, Mango and Stephanie spent time with a patient who was alone, in pain, and 

heartbroken about missing family celebrations outside the hospital. 

“At the end of the visit, she told us we were angels answering her prayers from God,” Stephanie 

recalled. “She said her pain became almost nonexistent during the time we spent with her. That’s why 

I say dog therapy makes the best medicine.” 

Outside the hospital, Mango enjoys spending time adventuring with her family, meeting new people, 

and cuddling on the couch whenever possible. She has even traveled to Montana and Canada, hiking 

near Glacier National Park and spotting a bear for the very first time. She also has one especially 

unique trait: a deep love for broccoli. 

“Mango will do anything for broccoli,” Stephanie laughed. “I’ve never met another dog who loves 

vegetables as much as she does.” 

Thank you to Stephanie and Mango for sharing comfort, compassion, and connection with our 

patients, visitors, and team members. Your visits help bring moments of healing and hope to our 

hospital community every day. 
 

 

 

 


